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ALGERTA IN THE SOVIET ORBIT: A MAGHRIBI MIRAGE?

Algeria's independence in July 1962 followed what was described
by one author as "the most violent anticolonial revolution of this
generation." The revolution lasted eight years, reduced much of rural
Algeria to desolation, and permanently changed the nature of her
soclety. ©Since independence, Algerian leadership has been consistent
on one point: the belief that, bereft of trained personnel and
indigenous capital, Algeria must follow the socialist path and that
in doing so there is much to be learned from the Soviet Union.

Soviet experience in the consolidation of political power into a
single party with a potential for marshaling all resources to fulfill
the national purpose has been seen as worth emulating. The Soviet
Union, in its turn, has nourished Algeria's leftist orientation in
order to gain support for her policies in this key region and at the
same time to restrict the freedom of action of her adversaries.

Both Ahmed Ben Bella, ousted by the 1965 coup, and President
Houari Boumedienne have tried to take advantage of Soviet policies
in Algeria in order to further Algerian national interests. The
guestion today is whether or not a compulsion for speed and expediency
may cause Boumedienne to become more influenced by and more dependent
on the Soviet Union than he really means to be. Both Soviet and
Algerian media have reflected sensitivity to recent Western press
stories heralding Algerian over-involvement with the USSR, which is
indicative of the delicacy with which both are trying to balance
their inter-relationships -- each country with its own motives.

The Soviet Presence

The combined force of Soviet economic and military technicians
currently in Algeria represents its largest single contingent in
any Third World country. Although the number of Soviets in Algeria
is most commonly estimated at 3,500, the London Economist, in a
4 January 1969 article, reported that there are believed to be
6,000 Soviets working in Algeria, half with the Algerian armed
forces and the rest employed in anything from petroleum prospecting
to medicine.

Algeria negotiated for most of its Soviet-origin military equip-
ment right after the Algerian National Army's (ANP) poor showing
against Moroccan forces in the Algerian-Moroccan border flareup of
1963. Since then, Soviet technicians have furnished some one-
quarter-billion dollars' worth of materiel supplied to the ground,
sea, and air branches of the ANP and have been training the Algerian
forces in the use of this materiel. Despite the large Soviet
military presence, operational control of all branches is believed
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to rest in Algerian hands. Russell Warren Howe wrote from Rabat,
Morocco, in the Baltimore Sun, 27 January 1969, that the Soviet
"instructors rate the Algerians the best Arab forces they have
trained -- superior, they indicate, to the Syrians, the Iragis or
the Egyptians."

There has been much speculation about the upsurge in Soviet
military activity in Algeria following the 1968 exchanges of military
delegations and visits. Apart from refining arrangements to permit
Soviet use of facilities at Mers el Kebir and at Algerian airfields,
the USSR appears to have promised additional material to Algeria.

The London Economist (cited above) reported there are now about 600
pilots and air crewmen in training in the USSR. Since Algeria
already has on hand most, if not all, of the Soviet equipment
previously contracted for, the training of such an inordinately large
group outside of Algeria would hardly seem necessary unless new
equipment were expected.

Fconomic Relations

On the economic front, Algiers very early solicited economic aid
from Moscow notably for the further exploitation and "Algerianization™
of her only development resource: petroleum and natural gas. The
Soviets responded in 1963 with an overall credit grant of almost $250
million, but in five years have failed to produce more than about
ten per cent of their original commitment. The bulk of credits drawn
has paid for "technical services' to complete surveys for dams and
mineral and petroleum exploration; the remainder went into small-
scale projects for agricultural equipment, medical services, education,
and plant construction and management. Some blame for the limited
achievements of the Soviet economic aid program rests with faulty
Algerian planning and management ... but because this same planning
and management was taking place under Soviet guidance, the Soviets -_—
must share the blame. :

Summer of 1968 wag the starting point for a true Soviet "upsurge"
in the Algerian economic sector. Negotiations for a new trade agree-
ment were begun in the summer, and ccncluded in January 1969; under
its terms the Soviet Union will take 110 million gallons of Algerian
wine annually for a period of seven years and one-half million tons
of petroleum annually for two years. It will be a barter arrange-
ment whereby the Algerian wine and oil will pay for Soviet capital
goods and technical aid. A new agreement for mineral prospecting in
the Sahara, expected to bring in an additional 200 Soviet technicians,
was signed at the same time.
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As long as France continues to be Algeria's main trading partner,
the pltfalls of the latest Soviet-Algerian trade agreement are not as
great as they may appear to be on the surface. But there are pit-
falls: France has always subsidized heéer wine purchases from Algeria;
by shifting some wine sales to the USSR, the new barter agreement
will cost Algeria, just as a starter, about $22 million in hard
currency annually. (For a country with about $450 million plus in
hard currency holdings —-- this does not seem a danger for the moment ,
but over a seven-year period it could cost over one-quarter of her
holdings,) The new Soviet agreement marks the first time that Algerian
trade will not be balanced on a year-to-year basis. Finally, the new
agreement could herald an attempt to implement a Soviet strategy that
has been extremely successful in other countries, particularly in
Cuba and in the UAR: that of gobbling up a given country's major
export commodity with the aim of building up a deficit balance of
trade and, subsequently, economic dependence on the USSR.

Sensitivity to Western Reaction

The London Economist (cited above) reports that Western concern
over the Soviet presence "sometimes takes too little account of what
the Algerians think about it or what the French might do." The
"question is" the article continues, "how much influence they (Soviets)
really have. The standard example has been Algerian acceptance: of
~ the Moscow line and the printing of TASS reports about Czechoslovakiag
but in private the Algerians felt considerable embarrassment and the
invasion was notably not one of the occasions when the foreign press
was banned."

After the French withdrew from the naval base at Mers el Kebir
in early 1968, rumors were rampant that the Soviet Union would take
over command of the base. They grew to the extent that, by November,
the Algerian Government officially and firmly denied press reports
concerning Soviet intentions while the Algerian press also rejected
arguments that Algeria was coming gradually under Soviet influence,
The Algerian Government repeated its opposition to the establish-
ment of foreign bases and said that "not an inch of Algerian soil
will be ceded to a foreign power."

On 15 November TASS also issued an official denial: "TASS has
been instructed emphatically to refute as an absolutely groundless
concoction the allegations circulated in the Western press about the
creation of a Soviet naval base at Mers el Kebir and a network of
Soviet rocket installations in Algeria."
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The Question

The extent of Algerian dependence on the Soviet Union -- despite
Algerian awareness of the dangers of such dependency -- and the
unconmfortable element of Soviet political pressuring of Algeria raise
many questions for the future. Robert Graham wrote in the London
Observer, 9 November: "By going exclusively to the Soviet Union for
heavy armements, Algeria has thus become dependent upon Russian spare
parts -- and Russian training ... Algerian pilots are even reported
to. contact ground control in the Russian language ..... Shopping
elsewhere -- France, at present, being the sole likely alternative --
is difficult. Three years ago soundings were made, but de Gaulle was
not prepared to prejudice his policy of detente with the Soviet Union.
Diplomatic sources say that the request has been made again and refused."

Algeria's militant stand on the Arab-Israell war of June 1967 and
her condemnstion of the Soviet Union for failing to intervene militarily -
marked a temporary discord in the political harmony of Soviet-Algerian
relations. There was no outward break, however, since Algeria was a
willing abettor in hastening the Soviet arms resupply to the UAR forces.
Soviet media, on the other hand, practically ignored Algeria from June
1967 until the mid-December 1967 abortive anti-Boumedienne coup. Then,
in late December, a leading Soviet commentator on Arab affairs, Farid
Syful-Melyukov, claimed that the upheavals in Algeria illustrated the
difficulties of countries recently freed from "colonialist yoke" and
implied that the imprisonment of Communists and other left-wingers was
partly responsible for the country's difficulties. Pravda, on U
January 1968, warned the Algerian regime to take heed of the disturb-
ances by creating openings for left-wingers.

Western media, meanwhile, had been highlighting Algerian
socialism's slow progress because of the government's fallure to have
an economic plan and its failure to implement many of 1its previously -~
snnounced socialist-type reforms. The same L4 January Pravda article,
cited above, was mainly devoted to denials that Algeria had abandoned
its commitment to socialism -- which may have been a reflection of
Soviet fears.

Perhaps it has been mere coincidence, but ... One month after
the French vacated Mers el Kebir, the Soviet leaders sent a letter
to President Boumedienne wging that the two countries renew thelr
harmonious political relations (New York Times, 17 November 1968);
since May 1968, Algiers has served as the jump-off spot for Soviet
commercial flights to Cuba; the latest Soviet-Algerian trade talks
came on the heels of a breskdown in French-Algerian talks and in the
wake of Algeria's nationalization of many private French firms; in
July 1968 Algeria published her plan of soclalist economic develop-
ment, 1954-1976; and, in November, Boumedienne released from prison
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a number of Marxists and Ben Bella supporters who have since offered
to cooperate with Boumedienne in a broadened government. While
Algeria has had valid motives of her own for each action undertaken
in this series of coincidences, the question of the extent of Soviet
influence lurks in the background.

¥ % X %X %
Attachments

"Algerian Socialism's Slow Leak," The New Republic, 6 May 1967

"Major Trends in Algerian Economy Development," 1'Actualite, Algiers,
13 July 1968 (excerpts only from the 1954-1976 plan of development )

"Boumedienne's Role Since Independence," Eurafrique, No 195, 1968

"CNI Approves 32 Private Development Projects" and "Eighteen Companies
Nationalized in Algeria," La Republigue, Oran, 12 and 15 June 1968
(excerpts only as illustrative of the regime's left-right, right-
left switches)

"Algeris Improves Ties with Soviet," New York Times, 17 November 1968

"Algeria Playing France Against the Soviet Union in the Economic Sphere"
and "In Algeria: 'More Joy, a Little Money'," Henry Tanner,
special to the New York Times, 26 and 28 December 1968
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Algerian Socialism'’s

Slow Leak

Algiers

CPYRGHT

be developing a taste for power. The last two months
have seen the first large photographs of the colonel -
in mufti - posted in the capital. The colonel has kept
his post as defense minister, and the army has fared
exceeding well. Compared to September 1963, when
Moroccan troops easily defeated Algerian units in a

Despite the wave of nationalizations Following inde-
pendence nearly five years ago, Algerian socialism is
hard to take seriously. For one thing, it has no economic
plan. One is promised this year, though lack of sta-
tistics will make it largely an exercise in guesswork.
Land reform scheduled for last year had to be post-
poned when private landowners threatened not to plant
their 18 million acres. An effort at self-management by
workers of factories, farms and small businesses has
been a fiasco, and many have been quietly returned to
private ownership, to the outrage of the hard-lining
labor union. Typical of Algeria’s economic pragmatism
is the national oil company - SONATRACH —- which
has hired American and Russian oil men, formed joint
drilling and geophysical companies with American
firms and last year negotiated a $15 million loan from
Bank of America and Manufacturer’s Hanover Trust.

Colonel Boumediéne doggedly makes speeches in
classical Arabic, but they are incomprehensible to most
Algerians until translated into either the local patois
or French, Egyptian teachers were brought in to push
Arabization in elementary schools, but the program
failed because their pupils could not understand them.
Mosques have been built throughout the country since
1962, but Sunday, not the Islamic Friday, is the day
off for government and business. _

But if he cannot give Algeria a true Arab socialist
identity, Boumedi¢ne has given it 21 months of des-
perately nceded stability. To all appearances, this has
been accamplished without any serious abrogation of
civil rights, though one of his first moves after taking
over in June 1965, was to suspend the constitution
and National Assembly. He has purposely not taken
the title of president. His official post is president of
the 24-man Revolutionary Council, which has become
the supreme authority. Army officers form the ma-
jority on the Council, antl the government could not
make a move the army disapproved. Thus the balance
of power, always precarious, between the FLN and the
Armée Nationale Populaire, has shifted in favor of
the latter.

Austere and shy, Boumediéne (whose exact age, in
this sccret-ridden country, is not known) quite possibly
would be glad to step down in favor of a civilian leader
in whom he had confidence. But once burned, twice cau-
tious: it was he who entered Algiers at the head of his
troops and opened the way for Ben Bella in September

1962, after the newly independent nation erupted into

equipped armed forces in Africa, after Egypt and Sout
Africa. The Soviet Union has sent an estimated $18d-

and T-54 tanks, armored personnel carriers, MI(
fighter planes, light jet bombers and transports, rocket
launching patrol boats and SAM missiles. About 1,00
Russian military personnel are in Algeria as adviscrd;
another thousand Algerian officers and enlisted tec
nicians have been trained in Russia. The governme
justifies spending 30 percent or more of its budget o
its military by pointing to the “expansionist ambitions
of Morocco. A5 if on cue, King Hassan II voite
Moroccan claims to southwestern Algeria regularly
enough to lend Boumediéne unwitting support.

Economically, the slow downward spiral that begar
in 1962, when nine-tenths of the French population,
pulled out in panic, is continuing. Rush-hour traffi
jams in Algiers give a surface impression of prosperity,
but the government acknowledges that less than s5q
percent of the active male population is employed
either full or part time. It relies heavily on emigration

of Algerian workers to Europe (800,000 are there, 29
percent of the active population) to reduce unemploy-
ment, improve its balance of payments and providg
job training. The $200 million sent home annually i
more than the country derives from all foreign aid or
even its Saharan oil. ,

Algeria is pinning its hopes to petroleum producA

tion, which last year went from 26 million to 34 mild
lion tons of crude, thanks to a new, soo-mile, 28-inch|
pipeline. SONATRACH, the first attempt by an oil4
rich third world country to prospect, produce and mar-
ket its own petroleum, is well-managed. The generall
investment climate could not be worse. When I asked
a prospering truck owner in Kabylie recently why hel
did not buy another truck with his profits, he replied,
“It’s beiter to remain small. That way you’'re safe.”

The people are weary of politics, skeptical of prom-
ises. Municipal elections last February drew an 8o per-
cent vote — there was a choice between two candidates,
both cleared by the FLN and the army, for each scat
in the Peoples’ Municipal Assemblies - but many Al-
gerians said they saw no point to one-party elections.

What they want is work, and eventually the transistor
radios and automobiles so favored by the country’s
budding middle class. For the majority, the goal is not
la révolution révolutionnante, but the quickest possible

embourgeoisement,

<
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CBOUHEDTENGL 'S ROLL SERCE INDEPENDENCL

GCol diovart woulwcdienne has becuwe a danpgerous wan to his
adversarics. on the cve of the attempt apainst his lite on
25 April, he presided over a spectacular ceremony, piving the
name "Che Guevara”™ to the {former Avenuce of the kepublic in
Alpicrs. This is no longer a time when Boukharouba dohawed
Ben Brahim, like his predecessor Ben bella, the son ot an Uran
peasant, and known during the war as liouari Boumedicnne, can
retrcat behind his collecapues.,

detween 19 June 1965, the date of the power tahcover by
‘the present Alpcerian president, and the spring of 1906, the
zconomic and social appearance of Algeria was protoundly
modified. The oil industry, thc country's principal resource,
has consolidated its position and besun to achieve its progran
of cxpansion, while broadening its independence trow the bip
foreipgn companies. It has had an attractive cffect within the
industrial scctor and has created intercest for nuacrous
investors.

The situation is less bricht in the tarm scctor, The
type of cooperation which can be set up between the small tellah:
and the pub lic remains to be determined, and the invasion of
peasant masses into suburbs of larpe cities, wacre they ve-
inforce the number oi uncmploycd, has not completely stoppeu,
put a return te order of a type has alrcady taken place in tne
domains c¢reated by colonization, which have turncd into scll-
managed tarts since independence.,

Alperian socicty has abso been transtormeds  The resualbts
of a4 recent census show that in Alperia, the under-0 ape
proup accounts ftor 56 percent ol the population of T2 witibron
people.  This means that halt the country is made up ol new
cenerations who have not been polarized by the dowmestic
strugples that their elders underwent,

The census shows that while 15 percent of the population
arc prescntly literate, a significant increasc in school cnroll-
ment would rapidly change this proportion: there ure presently
in different schools 1,6 miilion boys and pirls frow v to 24
vears of age. The rural population, traditional support of
Willayism, is not as important as inmost of the other Atrican
countrics. In a working population of four willion, this figure
includes only 1.34 million Farmers and 300,000 workers. iuring
the three years of Goélonel Boumedicnne's rulce, he has stated
that one scctor has remained underdevecloped in relation to the
rest: the political scctor. lle is endeavoring to make up {for
this delay, but it is known that in politics, when one is not
confinecd to prudent immobility, onc quickly makes encmivs, onc
must detfend one's self and forge ahcad, often deeply changing
onc's behavior,

The man with the ascetic face, who does not like micro-
phones or teclevision cameras, certainly has not lost his fnnate
sense of discretion. But events have forced him to change his
wanper, Ihe Boumedicnne of 1968 no lonﬁcr rcsembles the
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blten e cavie dnte pouer an 1U0h, he was accepted by
civilians ana oilitary olike as the wan who would least divide
them,  Cortarniy the coup d'ctat was wiade by the army, which
cansidercd the sodoane) an o ats nost oualificd head,  But he is
not cansiucred s army wan, - Cerptain vouny captains pretfer to
Him o other of ficers whow they consider to be stronper,  This
pmerits hiv the vsteea oi numerous hiph oificials ot the
civilian adwinistration,

, bouwedicnne discovered rapidly that his position of arbiter
‘15 not casy to hold because 'he does not have adequate instru-
mchts to play this role, The political institutions are not
srealistic, The 1963 constitution providecd “or the FLN party

‘to be the essential organ of national litc, parliament being
ondy @ recoraing chawber, and the governawent only an exccutive
nnuent .

But the VLN party exists only on paper. The nassces
catand alool frow it, It tunctions not only at hiph levels, It
i but tace le. : cover Joc a Aroup ol wreat cadres prowmised
-during thc armed struggle, It furnishes a most favorable
#round for palacc revolutions, '

f For more than a ycar the role of Boumcdienne has been that
of a conciliator, but this man who tends naturally toward
Action has perccived that reconciliation does not suffice to
sovern a country, His desire to associate in power the largest
possible number of the country's political familics hlocks the
nperation of the povernment machine, Diverse pressurce proups
find this a causc for satisfaction., This is the time when the
righteous ltoslem faction does not hesitate to flout the author-
ity of the povermment through the antennas of the RTA.

Therefore, Colonel Boumedienne has the tendency to stronply
support the army, the sole truly political structure ecxistinyg
in the country, But as he trics to consolidate the political-
military foundation, he tries at thc samc time to remain the
head of a nation and not of a laction. Forcign policy fur-
nishes him this opportunity. Gince independence, the Algerian
people have become sensitive to wars of liberation. Stronaly
‘impressed by Frantz Fanon, Coloncl Boumecdienne speaks a
language which replies to the Algerian's attempt. {During the
six-0ay War in June 1967, his support of the Palestinians
considerably strengthened his prestige with the masses., liis
support of the African nationalists of the Portupuesc colonies,
of Rhodesia, and South Africa, was cqually apprecciated. This
is the same way Ben Bella before him won Part of his popularity,.

The present Algcerian President, however, does not fall
into the confusion that was fatal to his predecessor, "Alperia
s not Cuba,” he says, In Hlavana, when Castro came into power,
there was a state which no longer exists in Algeria. 1 he
supports the army, the only existing structure, if he believes
sincercly in its uerits, he is not thinking that it should rc-
place the state. te is making cfforts to gsive the country the
institutions which it does not have, The couimnunal elecctions in
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February 1007 werce the tfirst step in achicving this poal. Whe

, (ulnncl Boumedicnne would like to orqanize departmental elec-
|tions immediately, then legpislative clections and presidential
clections. {le wants to lecave Algeria with a governaent which
nains a legitiwacy no regime could claim up to the present
hecausce of thie successive crises since inucependence,

It is dwmportant, bhecause power has never vet succecded
in resting on a truly popular consensus in Algcria. It is the
saie story for the. opposition, ionce of the larpe rolitical
upsets ol the last three years has brousht the population out
of its apathy. ‘The Algerians arc relatively indifferent to
the events of 19 June 1965 and the 1967 rebellion of Colonel
Tahar-Zbiri. They do not secem tou be concerncd. tnt Colonel
Boumedicnne, by creating the proper conditions tor a political
Life, oupht to keep his power, This explains the swing some-
times to the right and sowetimes to the left which the Alperian
Pregident makes, The road is perilous and staked out with
barriers. In two ycars a certain number of incidents have show
that this period, which was marked in the beginning by the vingh
between the Provisional Government of the Republic of Alperia
and the Politburo in 1962, is not yet out of the revolutionary
cpoch, To the cxtent that the overcame the obstacles sprinkled
in his path by his adversaries, Colonel Boumedienne has scen
jhis authority grow,

[ 2

""We should end up,”" he said, "with the process wherceby an
Algerian political group which no longer agrees with the
frajority must take to the hills.,"

I'f lie succeeds in improving the political climate of
Algceria by ridding it of the anarchy frow which it has suficred
for ncarly six years, Colonel Boumcdicnne has a chance of being
assured a long tenure in power, His adversarics sense the
approach of that date, The recent attempt against the Alperian
fPresident is symptomatic of this unrest., Coloncl Boumedicunce
scems to be adapted to a carcer resembling that of Nassir,

le is.supported by the army to mwcet the nation and scems to be
well on his way. The popular demonstrations in his favor after
the failurce of the 25 April attcwpt bear witness to that. The
critical support which was brought to hiwm on this occasion was
that of the students, who ordinarily disagrec with hiw, and
this must also be considered a "sign,"

L'ACTUALITE
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MAJOR TRENDS IN ALGERIAN ECONOMY DEVELOPMENT (EXCERPTS)
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their aspirations to freedom led, thanks to Lheir struggle for

in July of 1962, after 300 years of foreign occupation., Theo
Algerian people's determination to realize its aspirations to
social justice and to human progress will lead, within a few
years, to thc establishment of a socialist society, thanks Lo
man's labor and to the country's potential. 1In less than 20
yezrs, an pxtraordindry succession of ‘events and of political,

national liberation, to the restoration of national sovereignly
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| fashioning & now society., The Algeria of 1976 will be a very
differont place indeed from the Algeria of 1954, Between
those two eras, landmarks in time, the Algerian revolution is
heing born. ‘ -

If we¢ set about analyzing Algeria's economic develop-
ment and Lhe major trends that characterize it over these two
decades, we should hesitale to leave out such essential lactors
as historic, geographic, and sociological elements, but if we
are Lo limit this inquiry to the precise question, we must not
loave ourselves open to the risk of being incomplete or inade-
quate.

In the relatively short period of 20 years, therefore,
the Algorian economy has moved from the phase of a liberal
colonial dependent, under-developed economy, predominantly
agricultural, to the stage of the independent socialist economy,
in the full swing of development, with predominance in the
industrial sector.

This slow and steady change falls into three distinct
periods, each of them lasting approximately 7 years:

Firsl period {1954-1962), disorganization and artificial
growth within the Iiberal framework.

r Second poriod (1962-1969), a transitional phasoe of
matation and restructuring., Or the transition from capitalism
to socialism. Marked by a temporary slowdown in Lhe economy.

Third perioed (1969-1976), accoleraled growth of the
gsocinlist oconomy, or the economic take-off.

Those three periods wore preceded by a predominantly
agrical lural colonial economy, and will be followed by a sociu-
list economy in a state of harmonious growlh and develupmont.,

The population will have doubled, going from 9 Lo 16 miilion
inhabitants, and the national product will have quadrupledosesess

~ b) Second period (1962-1969)

When independence was proclaimed in 1902, everyono knuows
whatl happened. Algeria's institutions werc stripped of porsun-
nel. ‘“There was a sudden falling-off in production. Caprtlal
flod the country, archives and records were destroyed, e¢tc.,
etce In the face of so0o disastrous and disorganized 4 situation,
Algoria had to cope with somc extremely urgent tasks. Prompt
aclion, backed by popular enthusiasm, made it possible within
u fow months 1o set up an embryonic state apparatus, protect
what was left of the mational heritage, gel the vital economic
sectors moving again, protecting the maximum possible of meany
of production, and provide such basic services as welfure und
schools, otc,

. The most remarkable part of all this was unquestionably
‘tho take=over by the farm workers, and those who worked Lhe
lands and the factories abandoned by the colonists, in order
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This defaclo SLbuation, whiclh lasted lorU several months,

was dgubsequently lepalized by laws Known ag "the March decrees,”
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Thi< period algo witnessed the expropriation of properly
declared abandoned by the people, and the stalfing in cadres
and personnel of all the public services, as well as a renoewal
in gencral everyday activity,

That was Lhe heginning., The organization of a collee-
Livized sector of Lhe economy, bhacked up by a stale. sevtor,
wag to consbitute Lhe nucleus, bLthe center avound which collece-
tivigt econoumnic managemeni was Lo grow and dovoelop, Lo crysta- ;
lize and to spread like an 0il slick, on the svund toundation
of msocialist principles. i

| Thig was thus the beginning of the praciical implementu-
tion of Algeria's socialist choice. Within a very few years,
particularly following nationalization of the colonists' lamls,:
Algeria had her own dualist economic structures, existing side
by side: some of them capitalist, some of ilhem socialist,
without any clear-cut distinction,

Measures For Recovering Wealth

After 19 June 1965, the revolutionary government Look
s¢veral measures Lo recover the national weallh, or the means
of production, The effect of these measures was a shifl in
the bhalance botween Lhese two sectors by 1966: The socialist
sector by then had become more important than the private
gector, This was largely owing to nationalization of insurance,
banking, mining, disbtribution of 0il and petroleum productis,
Lhe hoavy manufacturing and chemical industries, etc.

: This trend will lasl into 1909. Once agrarian reform

18 completo, and Lhe nationalization of foreign trade is
accomplished, Algeria will have completed the change-over in
ils economy, and will have finished the necessary and inevitable
period of transition from capitalist to socialism.

It is worth noting that the agrarian reform as planned
will affect only 10 thousand of the major Algerian landowners, g
out of the total of 700 thousand individual owners of farm ?
lands.

The three-year plan will make it posgsible to establish
Lhe nocessary means and conditions for real socialist planning.
It will provide for stable economic structures, tailvred to the
needs of economic development. :

Puoes this mean that the private sector will perforce |
disappear? Absolutely no! Individual capital has its place, i
It will keep that place in Lho economy, in Lhe degree to which
il obeys Lhe demands of devolopment. These necds arc spelled j
aul in the investmenl plan, The specifically nauliona) charactlon
of Algerian socialism in no way conflicts with utilizing natio-
nal savings and the energies of all honest cilizens who dnsire
to contribute Lo Lhe c¢ollectivily., In any case, Lhe present
state of affairs proves that it is impossible Lo leave tLhe
malric of Lhe vilal seclors of Lhe nalional oconomy in the
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pproved HOARS 398
1962-1909 (1) Estimate
The relative shares of socialist and privately-owned sectors
in production,

- 1961 1904 1969

Primary Sector (Agriculture) |

Priviate Sector 1 30 20

Public Sector 99 70 o0
Secondary Sector (Industry)

Public Sector 11 _ 31 - 08

Private Sector 89 - 69 15
Tertiary Sector {(Business,

Service, misec,)

Public Sector , 20 50 80

Privato Sector 80 20 31
(1) The concept of "Public Sector" in this table is understood

as including the whole of state-directed activities, (SN} semi-
owned state activities, (SM), collectivized enlLerprise (self-
management, cooperatives, etc.).

SHARE OF INDUSTHTA)L, PRODUCTION

1950 1960 1970
10% 32% 45%
SHARE OF POPULATION PWR ZONE
1950 1960 1970
Rural | | 0% 05% 50%
Urba- 20% 35% C50%

Ju— <ot e s ——

L wo woro Lo gum up Lhe vconowmic giluation ab Lho ¢loge
of Lhis poriod, we would find a total roconversion under soeia-
Lism, a taporing off in inveslments, and a Cirm holding of Lhe
overall level of production, wilhout any marked increase in
individual incoumes,

THE PROBLEMS OF EMPLOYMENY

According to recent estimatos, Algeriun eMp]uyment breaks down
this way:

!
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Agriculture 1,000,000 (1)
Industry 130,000
Commorce 200, 000
Administration 200,000
Trangportation & Olher Services 200,000
Total 1,780,000
Employed in France 150,000

ALCVHIA'S BALANCE OF TRADW FOR 19066
(In Tons of Algerian Dinar)

1966
ImpurLs 031,217,319
Fxports 208,052,842 (1)
Balance 603,184,477

{1} Since the anricultural scctor can provide full or payl-
Lime employment for only about 1,000,000 peovple, one of Lhe
primary concerns of the Plan is absorbing under-employment and
unemploymenut by assigning priority to productive investmentis
in the Secondary Sector,.

L4

¢) Third period (1969-1970)

This is the period in which i1he conditions for our
nconomic take-off will all be present. The socialist atrue-
tures will be finally in place, and the human moans, as well
as the makerial ones, will be available. Our {foreign trade
will havo bhooen re-oriented, and roconversion and diversifica-
tion of vur trade complete, The conlrol ol the state will
extend 1o all aciivity.

And so during this period, Algeria will resolutely
strike ont on the path of industrialization, because agricul-
ture, owing to its feeble growth rate and to the conormous
investment it requires, will no longer be able to produce
‘anough to satisfyv the needs of the nation, and at the same
timoe produce a surplus for export. This is how the generally
accoplbed concept of Algeria as a country whose vocation is
parely agricultural is overturned, and its abandonment is
inevitablo.

Accelerated industrialization, on the contrary, will
make posgsible a profitable exploitation of Lhe national re-
gources, an activity that gives rise Lo now jobs and higher
incomes, thus Laking the upper hand away from agriculture,

At some later date, industrialization could even como to
agriculture's rescue, by insuring it the investment goods il
needs: machinery, fertilizer, irrigation, financial resources,
etae,
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1961 1969 1976
Agriculture 276 270 300
Industry 311 590 960
Gross Domestic Product
Business and Services 539 750 - 1,000
Total 1,126 1,610 2,260
Gross National Product 1,469 1,800 2,500
Neot National Product 1,305 1,650 2,600
National Income 1,180 1,450 2,200
Total 11,000,000 13,000,000 15,000, 000
‘Active Population 4,100,000 4,500,000 5,200,000
Employed 2,300,000 2,500, 000 2,800,000
Primary {Agriculture) 620,000 630,000
Secondary (Industry) 620,000 050,000 900,000
Tertiary ,
(Business & Misc.) 900,000 980, 000 1,200,000
Uneomployed 1,800,000 2,000,000 2,000,000
PER CAPITA INCOME 1,070 1,115 1,500
Growth Rate
{Base Year 1954) 5,.8% 5% 8%

Statistical Sources:

Table of The Algerian Kconomy, 1960,

Agrarian Reform.

1) Stalistics from the General Delegations of Algeria:

2) The Constantine Plan
3} Statistics from the Ministry of Agricultiure and [rom

4) Algeria's economic situation in 1905-1900.
5) Statistics from Algerian customs iu 1966,
6) FAO statistical yearbook - 1960.

LA REPUBLIQUE, Oran
2 June 1968 _ CPYRGHT

CNI APPROVES 32 PRIVATE IEVELORMENT PROJECTS (EXCERPTS)

projects have b8on Approved Uy the
National Investment Commission, with tax advantages, at the close of meetings
hold since 24 May at the Algerian Development Bank (Caisse Algerienne de
nevelopment, CAD), Cherif Belkocem, State Finance and Planning Minister and
presidont of the Commission was chsirman,

1Approtied FebdiRbtdase 1999/08/24 : CIA-RDP78-03061A000400020007-0

Thirty-two privately Ilnanced projeccs

Tho goographic repartitioning of these investments was set up accord-

[&]



The Kational Investment Commission approved the following projectss

Approved For Release 1999/08/24 : CIA-RDP78-03061A000400020007-0|
1 -"The "Africen Inovac" organizstion (Investment: 3 million dinars;
new omployment: U42; located st Mussein-Dey) ’

12 -'T‘n? Algerion Organization for Refineries (SAPIIE), (Investment:
t million dinars; new employments 124; loceted at Boghni ), '

Throe projects were rejected becsuse they did not meet th i
established by the commission, owing to low ratz of - oitad e
training effects, ete,

integration, limited

LA REPUBLIQUE, Oran
15 June 1968

Eighteen

On 1k June it was

had been nationalize

food industries (three

d.

Companies Nationalized in Algeria

(Summary )

officially announced that a number of private companies

They ?ell into the following industrial categories: CPYRGHT
; ( companies); chemical and maintenance products (nine
companies including Norcolor, Riploin-LeFranc, Franco-African Paint & Enamels,

nnd Cotelle & Foucher);

mechanical engincering (three companies), and construc-
\

Lion materinla (thy
NEW YORK TIMES
17 Navemher 1068

ALGERIA [NPROYES
TIES WITH SOVIET

,Ntm; Relations Rniée Issue
' of Military Cooperation

CPYRGHT

&peeiel (o The New York Times

A ASRIILLY RAR L N Caaw A
giers. The base has a natural
deep sea harbor and sprawling
installations that include under-
ground logistic facilities.

The French, for economic
reasons, evacuated Mers-cl-
Kehir last February, 10 ycars
before the expiration of thelr
lcase on the base. The French
Government says that it undér-
stood that Algeria would allow
no foreign power to repldce the
French at the base, at least
until the end of the lease.

Since the French departure,
hawcver, there have been in-

ALGIERS, Nov, 16—"Friend-
ship and cooperation™ is ‘the
sloegan one hears these days to
deseribe the ties between
Soviet Unlon and Algeria. And
thore have been signs of both
fricndship and cooperation.

A Sovict film week Is bclni;
held in the Algerian capital,
and talks to incredse trade be-
tween the two countries are
under way in Alglers.

The povernment-controlled
press here continues to publish
the Soviet line on the Czech-
oslavak crisis.

Against this background bf
‘cultural, commercial and poli-
tica] cooperation, the question
of Soviet-Alperian cooperation
in the mllitary ficld has been
raised, at least abroad. Such
matters are not discussed open-
ly in Algeria,

The question specifically con-
cerns recurrent reports that the
Soviet  Mediterranean  flect

naval base.

Mers-cl-Kebir ~— Its name
neang “the big port” — Is a
former French naval base four
miles northwest of Oran of Al

Approved F

Evacuated by French ' . | Sovict

termittent foreign press reports

3
that the Sovict Union wjnuld Soviet Union, and Soviet tech-

jcians entercd the country in
numbers presently estimated at

the —j base at Mers-cl-Kebir. For-

reign newsmen have not been

invited to visit Mers-el-Kebir

since the French withdrew.

The Algerian Government
strongly denied the press re-
orts concerning the Soviet
Union's. It repecats its opposi-
tion to the cstablishment of
forelgn bases and says that not
an inch of Algerian soil will be
ceded to a forcign power.

Ships Call At Algicrs

Since the end of last year’s
Middle East war, however,
units of the Sovict Mediter-
rancan flect have made occa-
sional calls at Algiers to re-
fuel, to take on supplics and to
give shore leave to their crews.

The Soviet Union has made
it clear that it intends to stay
in the Mediterrancan. Vice

might use the Mers-cl-KeblriAdm.- Nikolal Amirnov, in a

recent article published In the
military  newspaper.
Krasnaya Zvezda, said that one|
rcason for the Soviet presence|
in the Meditcrrancan was to,
cprotect Arab countries from the:

P‘R‘b‘i&ﬁ&'&“i'bﬂﬁios/%h

ragreement to increase trade be-

catedly expressed the view tween the two countries, pre-
Fhat A¥ncricgn power In the viously amounting to $60-mil-
‘lion a year.

}I:fedgterrancan is a threat to The Czechoslovak crisis pro
rab  fevolutlonary EOVEIN"| vided an nsight into present

ments. Algeria broke diploma-.
tic relations with the IIJJnitedxA'ge“‘m'so"i"’t relations. 13}"
radlo

States during the Middle East| Government-controlied
war of June, 1967, and press here relicd on the

“The close tics between Al.| Soviet press agency Tass in re-

eria and the Sovict Union date| Porting the invasion and lig-
rom Algeria’s war for indepen-|nored the Czcchoslovak Gov-

dence from France, when Al-{ernment's side of the story.

gerians had Soviet support., |Asked why, a Sovict source
After Algeria gained L’cr in. answered with candor: - “The

dependence in 1962 she_estab- Algerians want to retain our
Tshed pood relalions w riendship. —

Algerian leaders have re-

more than 2,000.

The Soviet Union provided
also Jimited economic aid and
equipped almost all of the Al-
gerian armed forces.

Tics Became Strained

The ties between the two
«countries became strained dur-
tng last year's Middle East con-
flict when the Algerians ace
cused the Sovict Union of lJet-
ting down the Arabs, -

The Algerians were particus
Jarly disturbed at their depen«
dence on the Soviet Union for,
armaments. Thcy sought to
Mave an alternate arms suppiver
and approached the French,
who were reported to have de-

clined. _
Last April, Soviet lcaders
sent a letter to President

Houari Boumedicne urging that
the two countries should renew,
friendly relations, :
Soon afterward, an Algerian
delegation headed by Belaid
Abdelsalam, the Minister of In-
dustry, went to Moscow to dis-
cuss t]rade. The resuit was

e t an
: CIA-RDP78-03061A900400020007-0
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Algeria Playing France Against the Soviet Union
in the Economic Sphere

e they have information that the
1967, much of it just after the runways on these fields have

~ ALGIERS, Dce. geria P . : Tecen ™ lengthened an : - '

oigis make 70 socrct B (] i SeyCATEETan 1IGEy Sold B e Byt biggest 2 been operating at facton
c?l'i;i &eax‘; i &y re earcndeﬁél:e eon and was signed by Ahmed Ben and newest Soviet military ment  that cautions Fr%né’h
Moscow a8 uy%csirgble Bella, Mr. Boumediene's ousted Planes. owners had refused to rencw.
- , predecessor, at a time when he Seen as Potential Bases In the case of one company,

lmweyalgvag'y:h%cet:\w '}:gf'::‘g' was faced with an armed rebel-  The Soviet Air Force, it is Soviet techniclans moved in thel
8 anh g B dx 'y ,

By HENRY TANNER

sperial fo The New Rk Times This step had been long ex-

Ang shuila ofe ale 4+

here, but they would mucl border with Morocco. The Al- S — i aHor-tho—tronch—loftlmm
4 i . - bases far west and south of ccond, Belald Abdesselam
F&cﬂfcrfotrc;ig?‘calp:xé?s a;:n le?:; gerlans like to say that Mr. Wheelus Field, the American the Minister of Industry and
military field, just as they have Ben Bella could not 1}uwe got- base in Libya. L Mines and the driving spirit
always sought safety and profit ten arms from any other source  Most of the Algerian airfields behind the economic develop-
In the economic field by dealing ¢VD {f hgihad t"eflll- oerlan T in the south of the country ment program, went to Mos-
with several partners at once. Eaayft S year tbelf\ gedr ‘;“ —a good location for supply cow. There he reccived, among!
However, President Houari ﬁrme 300":95 ",Ygrg ‘i”e"e k° and other operations in black other things, an offer from the
Boumediene's “anti-imperialist, avc 2%0t°S3'J- t ow; et tan ii-“ﬁca- In case of a new Isracli- Sovict Union to huy all the
socialist and mnationalist” re- ai f;’“tt i ovic dpanes \ ;“d Arab conflict, Egyptian planes wine the Algerians wanted to
ime helieves that if a newl e% il or ?nlebmtz e;nh guli Cd- on these fields would be far sell — at half the price the
ndependent country plays i"t'm Ss’tﬁ pa }:? toai s‘l d° pgncz less vulnerable to Israeli air French were paying. The Rus-
emart, it can maintaﬁi close ‘l’%% MOI‘(J}R ‘tho “gh“ e %9“ strikes than they would be in slans also agreed to provide
s, the others DeINg poypt : Soviet technicians for many of

milita and economic links : 4
with the Soviet Unlon without Ilyushin-28 bombers and AR* “There are occasional rumors the nationalized French com-

tonov transports. f .

eopardizing its own independ- . of comings and goings of un- paniecs. i
incc. th;ll?f?i?t?edlf :nourggiietbgl'ﬁiv € marked planes or planes with The Algerians then began the

Th?l Algtcl:!an? lraavebnotcoin- e ias arrived reccntly.q P f}?vsietﬁ t;-{wdarkings at some of gogz'?tugrtllcmi ::ié?ké’rasri‘s‘; Agr@;c-
unction, therefore, about giv- ese 5. as rcla-
ng the Soviet Unlon major _ BaseReportsDiscounted o = wo w10 soviet Union: tHvely easy. France agreed to
straleglc advantages In the Western diplomats here dls-h been widening Its economic 2% increase and will take 37,000
Meditorranean and Africa. But miss as false the rumors thatas bec Bl a year, But negotiations on wine
they drive hard bargains, some- Mers-el-Kebir,  the former activities In Algeria. This op- broke down when the French
times amounting to brinkman- Ercnch naval base near Oran,eration ‘appears to have been linked the discusslon of all com-
ship, when it comes to Soviet- is being turned over to the So-directly linked to a new set of mercial exchanges to the issuse
Algerian Losuss. viet Unlon. The base. swhichdifficulties between Algeria and g SGCRR, Tompron Cn for

Play Parls Agalnst Moscov?‘ for financial reasons a year France_t Th%vﬁr:’ggia{': illwcar}i,: The breakdown prevenied the
They have no_ hesitation apo is being converted to Alge- Seﬁm tl? *;_ I rotreat B nd Algerians from doing wha they
about playing Soviet and iy yse. French technicians are When the French reireat, and jjke best—negotiating with two
F 1 i i vice versa

rench — economic  interests roported to be helping in the . rivals at the same time.
apainst l.eact}l‘ other. %Ut tihel:; conversion. Period of Negotiations A Soviet trade delegation has
arc constantly on guard against " "l aico continue 10 A period of difficult negotia- been here for a month engaged

olitical inflitration in their operate an atr hase immediately tions between Algiers and Paris In ncgotiations on the imple-

u?é?re ‘5’8%‘55' s*},“v‘}et‘heg’dv',‘s";‘; behind Mers-el-Kebir and, as a started last summer, Most or mentation of the agreements

away from the local populatién, result, are confident that they all of the major financial and reached by Mr. Abdessclam in
Recently, when French and know what is going on.  economic issucs between the pjoscow.

H According to the best availa- two capitals are at stake. The Algerians, it scoms, are

‘other Western newspapers ac-
cused them of turnlg pAlgerla ble information, a handful {0}5 One was the number of Alge- willing to scil the Soviet Union
‘Into a Soviet stronghold, the Soviet instructors serving with rians allowed to work in a little loss than half the wino

Government~controlled  radio the Algerian Navy moved into France and send their earnings . cuction over the next four
wnd television answered geif- the base with the Algerian na- home—a vital contribution to Iy’mrsu,dthus making sure that
vightcously that it was the val units to which they were the Algerian economy. some of their wine will bhe
NATO that cndangered the attached. Another is Algerlan wine, juaiiaple for sale to France
peace In the Mediterranean, French and other specialists after oil the country’s most o )0 higher price.
The American Sixth Flect, not :‘::’ a?ofg:iggcgreﬂr:ztt lg‘:kiﬁgvflgxt- ::1“221'_?0 lﬁfggal’lt aﬂ?“?fﬁa,ﬁ?ﬂ While negotiating with the
:hf Sdoviclt n‘;}vy  1s u:? forci%n permanent Algerian bases but crisis on her hands, had bought i‘,‘giﬁ}mﬁ"é‘;{‘ne“{‘g ,,’,,"(’,',‘fg;,,tc'lf
ntruder in “our sea,” accord- gra content to have their ships some 22 million gallons 1e$8 mant with the Getty Petroleum
Ing to the Algerian newspapers. gpenly call at Algerian civilian than she had promised. Company, an Amcrican inde-
Algeria’s dependence on So- ports for supplies and a show In the offing, the financial pendent which became the first
viet arms and military instruc- of the flag. : arrangements for French oil op- foreign company to give them
tors, unlike the stepped-up ~The French Government i3 erations in Algeria will be up what they had wanted all along
Soviet naval activity in the concerned, on the other hand, for renegotiation next year. “—a majority partnership in &
western Mediterranean, s not pver Soviet activities at the Just before the negotiations joint venture.
ncw. The hulk of the $250- dozen or so modern mliiitary started, the Algerians made ° Thig is presumably the pat-
million worth of plancs, tanks, ajrficlds that the Algerians in- two moves. tern the Algerians will insist on
patrol boats and artillery that herited at the time of independ-  First, they nationalized most when the oil talks with ‘the
the Soviet Union has supplied ence in 1962, The French say of the remaining French Indus- grench begin,

i
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In Algeria: ‘More Joy, a Little Money”

By HENRY TANNER
. Svecial 16 The New York Times

stocked  with  nice-l00KIng.
good-quality, reasonably priced

e " I n
ernment technicians, who have; effective grassroots movement.
1 ol [ { A foaae 1

nnnnn Lha Cavarn

ALGIERS, Dec, 22 — The

steep streets of this city are|

tlogeed  with  automobiles,
Dozens of downtown buildings
have recently received a new
coat of whitewash, . = '

‘Things are belter, there is

a little more joy, people have
a little money,” said a young
employe at the central post of-
fice. “There is a feeling that

we  know where ~ we ! aréd
going' "~ .
There Is a feécling too, he

said, that Algeria's leaders are
working seriously. ’
To a visitor two things are
apparent. - President ‘. Houari
Boumediene, who overthrew
President Ahmed Ben Bella in
1965, has consolidated his
grip on Algeria and on his
regime. And, for the first time
since independence six and a
half years agpo, there are
signs that Algerians are a littie
better off cconomically. -

ithe = country's

ATgCTTAN-IAUe TS amd U,
derwear, i

A 100-page survey made re-'
cently by the Internatinnal
Monctary” Fund bears out thel

superficial impression of the

returning visitor. Living stand-,
ards are reported slightly up’
even in the long-neglected, stilll

The Government has begun
to pump some of its oil
revenues into the villages and
the hamlets in the form of loans
for seeds and equipment, The
latest allocations include $110-
million ~ for development in
Kabylia, the mountain region
cast of Algiers that is one of
the most overpopulated .and
hence poorest in the country.
About two-fifths of the coun-
try's population still lives in
rural areas. .

The improvement; of course,
is relative. Nearly thre¢ mil-
lion Algerians, about half of
active work
force, are ‘still either uncm-
ployed or underemployed, ac-

* Doubts on-Drive for Industry - lcording to the Government's

~Two yeats: apo, foreign
specialists *were  still” frankly
doubtful that the. Algerlan
regime was realistic in push-
ing the development of heavy
Industry instead of trying to
provide immediately for more
Jobs and better living. A
“If It takes them five years
te pet things going they may
make it politicallv,” - one
specialist said then. “If it takes
ten, they are in trouble.”
Now these same observers
are cautiously confident thal
the gamble will pay off, The
gas and oil industry, which is
well run, is producing hard-
currency revenue., The great
steel mill at Annaba, formerly
Bone, is taking shape.
Algerian  textile  factories
jmade a false start two years
‘ago and for scveral months
Eroducrd goods nobody would
uy. Today the stores arg

scvera
‘always,

figures. . . . .

This was an cndemic prob-
lem even under the French. But
Algerians point out that their
problem of ~underemployment
cannot be compared with un-
employment in an advanced so-
ciety.” The, system i$ differ-
ent here. There is the cohesion
of the “clan, which embraces
I familics, and, almost
the clan iIncludes one
or two men who have work and
support. the others. Then there
Is also a (rickie.of money from
odd jobs. )

The regime is handicapped
by political problrms of its
own making in dcaling with
agriculture, The self-manape-
ment farms, which were in-
stituted after independence in
fmitation of the Yugoslav
model have proved to be un-
productive and costly.

But. they are part of the
repime’s soclalist image, and

MiLAallua lulb\a K«Ill\zl\.llkl.y LR 18]
nationalized companies in the; me
new industrial sector, would for mass curollment in the
like to try similar mcthods in party had met  with indif-
apriculture, ference, Neither the “little peo-

Politically, 'Colénel Bou- ple,” nor the managerial élite,
mediene, has - streamlined the which is running the state en-
once oversize, faclion-ridden terprises, nor the young intel-
regime. -— : lectuals responded,

The Revolutionary Council, Now the regime has des

il came i]
ruling body after the Boume- “the ycar of the party.” The
diene takeover, stil! exists on attempt to mobilize the masses
paper but is virtually ignored. will continue, and President
It consisted largely of former Boumedicne has made stern
‘military officers representing statements calling for popular
the regional .guerrilla units participation. .
that had fought the war against From conversations  with

nt. conceded ﬁmt the drive

the French. .

. In the heyday. of the council,
Colonel Boumedicne was. ‘an
arbiter between rival factions.
Today, according to all ac-
counts, he makes his own de-
cisions.

The main reason for ‘the
council's décline was that four
of its members were identified
with an abortive: military,coup
attempted  against  Colonel
\Boumcdienc a year ago.

He Gets Warm Greceting

Colonel Boumedicne, a, shy
man who has long becn a re-
mote and deliberately aloof
figure, has begun.to make. ap-
pearances in the countryside
and is said to have been sur-
prised at the people’s warmth.

His most jmportant trip-was
to Kabylia. Although his secu-
rity along the way was insured
by hundreds of soldiers, this
trip is widely regarded as a
turning point §n the country's
internal political cvolution.

But Colonel Boumcdiene and
his regime have falled in an
attempt to mobilize the coun-
try politically. S

They proclaimed 1968 “lhe
year of the party.” Their goal
was to revive, the country's

single political party, the Na-.

tional Liberation Front, The
front was the po'itical Instru-
ment during _the war against

many Algerians emerges an
almost general impression that
they respect the Boumedicne|
regime for its moderation and
its pragmatic approach to the
task of building the nhtion’s
economy, but they have no
interest  in politics . and
ideology. ‘

The power struggle that con-
tinues within the regime is a
matter of a few hundred men
in powerful positions.

" “Some of tho most important
things here are those that have
not happened,” a young Alger-
ian said a few days ago.

For one thing, he said,
Algeria has nol become a mili-
tary dictatorship, even thouph
the coup against President Ben
Bella was - carried out by the
army. Colonel Boumedicne and
all the key members of the
repime, with the exception of
Belaid Abdesalam, the Influen-
tial Minister of Industry, were
leading  military commanders
at. the time of Independence.

None has been scen in uni-
form since they took over, And
at the time of the attempted
cou pa ycar ago, Colane! Bou-
medienc addressed the officers’
corps and said: “If you want
to pet into politics, get out of
uniform.” vl f
- Second, the young Algerian
sald, “"We do not have a Cuban
regime.”’ "
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